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HISTORY & FEATURES

Gongs were introduced from China and Korea into Japan, and
used for announcing times of sailings, and for the tea ceremony.
Iraku Uozumi started production of gongs in Kaga, inspired by
the bell used in Buddhist ceremonies. Gongs are made of alloys
of copper and tin in the proportion of 100 to 26, which is the
absolute condition for producing a good sound, and the alloying
technique is said to be the most difficult in casting.
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HISTORY & FEATURES

As Buddhism spread, candles came to be used as lighting for Buddhist
altars. Candles were also used for paper lanterns in the Edo period,
and the cultivation of Japanese wax trees was promoted. Because
Nanao was a port town for Kitamae-bune ships, Nanao candles were
transported as far as the Kyushu and Tohoku districts. One company
in the city maintains the traditional production technique, using
thoroughwort stem, Japanese paper and vegetable wax.
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