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HISTORY & FEATURES

The sangen, or shamisen, is a traditional musical instrument that has been
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handed down through the generations in Kanazawa, a city of traditional
music and stage performance. It originally developed in the three amuse-
ment districts of the city in the feudal days, and the oldest sangen, made in
1862, is still in existence. The neck is made of hard woods such as Indian
ruby wood, rosewood and padauk, and the body is made of padauk.
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