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é HISTORY & FEATURES

In the late 16th century, paper lanterns replaced torches as a
type of portable lamp; subsequently they became popular for
use at festivals and for decoration. At the peak of their popular-
ity, there were 60 lantern shops in Kanazawa. Whereas other
lanterns are made of one long, spiral bamboo rod, Kaga lanterns
consist of many thin rods of bamboo, a feature that makes them
both flexible and durable.
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HISTORY & FEATURES

Mizuhiki strings were used for wrapping presents on auspicious
occasions, and the string craft developed along with the devel-
opment of Japanese paper. Decorative mizuhiki string creations
in the shape of pine, bamboo and plum trees, cranes, turtles and
treasure ships are used for wedding presents. Mizuhiki dolls are
also appreciated for being typical of Kanazawa culture.
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