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HISTORY & FEATURES g/fy/ -

In the Kaga area, paper has been manufactured since the 8th century, but it
wasn't until after the 17th century that the paper industry prospered. Starting
in 1592, the village of Futamata on the outskirts of Kanazawa was patronized
by the Kaga clan for its manufacturing of quality paper known as Kaga hosho,

which was used as official paper by the government. In 1784, craftsmen
studied techniques from Tsuruga, making paper from the bark of ganpi
bushes. Ganpi paper was used for the cores of gold and silver threads woven
into Nishijin textiles. Also, since the olden days, paper has been produced in
Nigyo, Wajima City from the bark of the mulberry tree.

Nowadays, paper made in Futamata is used for manufacturing gold leaf, art
crafts and traditional paper hangings. Japanese paper from Wajima is given a
rustic effect by incorporating bamboo leaves, cedar bark and seaweed into it.
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(Hosho paper for official use, gold leaf pounding paper, small paper articles, wallpaper)
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